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"THE EARLY HISTORYOF BRITISH OTOLOGY" 


Tort + 2 Ni wmtbeot rT OT hit ts 

Herod er 'F S S iat a rAe 4 3 the if « 4 Viont [ eal ? 
oe Fe oe a i eg ay vee ” ¢ . . . =e" 
roressor of Oto-laryngology,-McGill University, 


Oto-laryngologist,- The Royal Victoria Hospital 


lir President and Gentil emen; 


EO A cp 


| ~4 ve + —T ws, ce rAatT Ae ¥ = * 4s + - } i ¥ 
I desire to express my deep appreciation of the 


! ami 


honour which you have conferred upon me in inviting me 


5 a 


nls Society. In selecting 















to deliver an address before 


cr 


a2 subject which might prove 


os 
J 


general interest, it oc- 


4. 


curred to me that one not purely of a scientifie charac 
ver, but of an historical nature, micht meet tne require- 


ments. The subject is "The Early History of British 


It may seem strange, but the first reference to 
an otological subject in Great Britain appears from the 


pen of that well known statesman and philosopher of his 


day, Francis Bacon, 


Francis Bacon, Lord Verulam and Viscount St. Alba Ss, 
was born in 1561 at York House, London. His early train- 
J 


ing was for the legal profession, which he soon forsook 
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which served to stimulate the further development of oto- 
logy. in spite of the meee character of his observa- 
tions, and other heticinnater. the book shows a modern bent. 
Diagnosis is still exclusively based upon the ‘imperfect 
ocular inspection of the tympanum by the sunlight, upon 
Valsalva's penn and upon objective symptomatolocy o 
ekreatment , aside from internal measures, was limited to 8y- 


ringing of the auditory canal, the application of caustics, 


such as either nitrate, copper sulphate, etc., and paracen= 


tesis. The pathology comprises the diseases of the external 
and middle ear; all other ear affections are summarily de--- 


signated as "Nervous". 
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